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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 7 February 2011 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance: Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor WI Humphrey (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor B Crowe (Part) 
 
31. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 
32. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
33. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 10 and 17 January 

2011 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
34. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Homewatch 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman 

presented an oral report detailing low level crime and anti-social activity 
that had taken place over the last few weeks in the village.  This included: 

 
• Telephone calls asking people to change their telephone supplier and 

concerns that the caller was after bank details 
• Wooden shutters removed from doors and windows at the former 

Ridings School building, the boiler and fittings had also been taken  
• vehicle driven on the cricket pitch 
• An incident of racial abuse 
• Vehicles parked overnight adjacent to the bus stop at the Peg 
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• Evidence of illegal substances behind the Uniform Groups’ 
Headquarters. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(b) Police Question Time 
 
 Police Question Time had been held at 7:00pm on Thursday, 20 January 

2011 at St Mary’s Centre, Off Castle Street, Chester, CH1 2DW.  The 
Council had submitted the question below: 
 
 “This Parish Council has entered into a three year contract (from 1 April 

2010 to 31 March 2013 with the Constabulary to provide and fund 
jointly a dedicated PCSO post in Saughall.  What plans do you have to 
provide a dedicated PSCO for Saughall from 1 April 2013?” 

 
 Councillors WI Humphrey and A Warrington had attended this meeting and 

informed that it had focused on cuts to the Police budget.  This would affect 
front line services even though the Government had stated that they should 
not be cut. 

 
(c) Police 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason reported that the village had seen an increase in anti 

social behaviour (ASB) in January.  Youths had been identified who had 
engaged in banging on doors and windows.  The ASB Unit would be 
writing to parents regarding this and they would be invited to come into the 
police station with their children. 

 
 There had been a lot of burglaries and thefts from dwellings in the Chester 

area during the last few weeks.  PCSO Leason reminded the Council of the 
need to review home security and to leave lights on when people were out 
in the evening. 

 
 On Friday, 25 February 2011 PCSO Leason would hold a bike marking 

session from 11am to 1pm.  She would also be holding police surgeries.  
The details would be posted on the village notice boards.  PCSO Leason 
also hoped to take the community speed watch initiative forward. 

 
 PCSO Leason agreed to forward the weekly Police Newsletters to Parish 

Councillors. 
  
(d) Hand Bag Bells 
 
 Handbag bells had been obtained and would be distributed to members of 

the Golden Link Club. 
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(e) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had been successful in attracting funding for its Summer Play 
Scheme of £1,700 from Rural West Area Partnership Board & NHS 
Western Cheshire Chairman’s Discretionary Grants.  It was noted that the 
Boot Camp had also been successful in obtaining £2000 from the same 
grant provider. 

 
 The Neighbourhood Management Team had been successful in recruiting 

three new team members. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young made reference to the All Saints Primary 

School’s Travel Plan which set out reasons why it was unable to operate a 
walking bus.  Councillor Kerr had agreed to read the Plan and provide a 
report on his findings along with any proposals to the Council. 

 
 The Council turned its attention to dog fouling.  It was agreed that more 

bins and signs were needed in the village and Councillor RA Storrar 
undertook to find out who the contact officer/Dog Warden was at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council. 

 
 It was also reported that volunteers would need to be recruited to help run 

the summer play scheme. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
35. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday, 

10 January 2011 be received. 
 
36. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young, in her capacity as Chairman, presented her monthly 

report informing that she had been approached by a villager regarding the 
item in the Parish Newsletter that sought to explain why the Vernon Institute 
Clock only had three faces.  Apparently, people of Little Saughall did 
contribute to the cost of the clock tower but as there was an orchard between 
the Vernon institute and Little Saughall in those days it was decided not to 
provide a fourth face as it would not be seen from little Saughall because of 
the trees.  This reason would be included in the February edition of the 
Newsletter. 

 
 Some detail in the Saughall and Mollington handbook was incorrect and the 

Chairman had informed the editor. 
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 The Saughall Rotary Club was concerned about security arrangements on 
Saturday, 16 July 2011 when it was holding a Village Sports Day in the 
Golden Jubilee Park.  The Chairman was seeking clarity on this matter and 
would report back. 

 
 The Saughall Cricket Club wanted to pursue a proposal to put a sleeping 

policeman at the entrance to the cricket pitch to stop vehicles being able to 
drive onto the pitch when the gates were open.  

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young also reported that she had received some good 

feedback from parishioners following the meeting with Stephen Mosley MP 
regarding the meeting on Friday, 14 January 2011 over the closure and 
current state of disrepair of the Greyhound Inn. 

 
 Two properties at the Peg had had their gas cut off for two days and this 

unsatisfactory situation would be taken up with their supplier. 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council had invited tenders to purchase the 

former Ridings Infant School by 25 March 2011. 
 
 It was reported that the police were unable to field someone to attend the 

Mickle Trafford Community Forum on Wednesday, 16 February 2011 and that 
winter gritting had not been included on the agenda for the meeting despite 
the Council’s request for it to be on. 

 
 It was reported that Roger Parkin had asked where Parish Councils would like 

grit bins to be located.   
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Roger Parkin that this Council would like 

to see grit bins located at bus terminus, the Vernon Institute and  at the 
junctions of Meadows Lane/Hermitage Road and Saughall Hey/Church 
Road. 

 
37. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 5 February 2011 
 
 Councillor A Warrington had presided over the Parish Council Surgery held 

outside of the Co-op Stores.  Issues raised at her Surgery had included the 
closure of the Greyhound Inn, its current state of disrepair and the meeting 
called to discuss this with Enterprise Inns Plc’s Regional Manager, Colin 
Broadhurst that had taken place earlier in the evening.  (Minute No. 
40/2011 refers) 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the report be noted. 
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(b) Surgery to be held on Saturday, 5 March 2011 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor RA Storrar be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery scheduled for Saturday, 5 March 2011 to be held outside 
of the Co-op Store between 10:00am and 10:45am and PCSO Wendy 
Leason be informed. 

 
38. THE CONDUCT OF COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
 The Council had regard to the Localism Bill (Minute No. 11/2011 refers). Its 

implications were huge for when enacted it was expected to give community 
groups/parish councils the chance to run services such as schools and 
libraries, make council spending more transparent and revamp the planning 
system to give local people more control over developments.  To be able to 
take on this type of work, parish councils needed to build their own capacity 
and ensure that they were advocates for the Big Society. 

 
 Strengthening Local Democracy was the aim of the new Bill.  A General 

Power of Competence was proposed where Local authorities, including certain 
parish councils, would have all the same powers that an individual generally 
had, which would enable them to do anything apart from that which was 
specifically prohibited. The Government had said that this would mean that 
certain local councils would have new freedoms to run services “free from 
Whitehall diktat”, and more freedom to innovate and work together with others 
to drive down costs. It had also said councils would be able to use this power 
to “set up banks, develop property, run new services and own assets”. 

 
 Members were requested to consider how the Council could modernise its 

practices and procedures in order to become more efficient and effective by 
avoiding duplication and repetition and thereby freeing up time to pursue 
worthwhile community initiatives and funding opportunities. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a task and finish Working Party consisting of Councillors D Holman, B 

Kerr, RK Shukla, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young be set up to consider how 
the Council can modify its current practices and procedures to be more 
efficient and effective and so provide the capacity it will need to play a leading 
role in the Big Society. 

 
39. NEW LOCALISM BILL 
 – LOCAL REFERENDUMS TO VETO EXCESSIVE COUNCIL TAX 

INCREASES 
 
 Further to Minute No. 11/2011 of the Council meeting held on 10 January 

2011, Councillor B Kerr reported on the proceedings of a face to face meeting 
with Stephen Mosley MP and representatives of the Council which had been 
held on Friday, 21 January 2011 called so that Mr Mosley could be briefed on 
the implications of holding local referendums to veto excessive council tax 
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increases in the hope that he would try to persuade Parliament to drop this 
before the Bill was enacted. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
40. THE FUTURE OF THE GREYHOUND INN 
 
 A meeting had been held earlier in the evening between Members of the 

Parish Council and Enterprise Inn Plc’s Regional Manager, Colin Broadhurst 
to discuss plans and the future of the village pub. 

 
 This meeting, although not a public meeting, had been well attended by 

parishioners concerned over the future of their pub.  Mr Broadhurst had 
confirmed that his company was committed to the long term future of the pub, 
intended to put considerable investment into repairing and refurbishing it (a 
complete refit) and was currently recruiting for a suitable licensee.  The 
intention was to improve the pub for the local community and re-open it 
around about Easter time. 

 
 Enterprise Inns envisaged the Greyhound would be very similar to the 

Windmill at Tabley once improvement works had been carried out and in 
terms of the food that would be available there.  Parishioners who wanted to 
share their ideas/vision for the future of the Greyhound with Mr Broadhurst 
had been invited to email them to him. 

 
 The Council was happy that Mr Broadhurst was now fully aware of the 

strength of feeling of the local community in respect of the village pub and it 
was reassured that the Greyhound Inn would open later in the year, following 
a substantial amount of improvement works. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Chairman and Clerk be thanked for the actions taken by them to 

facilitate this worthwhile meeting. 
 
41. LITTER PICKING CONTRACT FOR 2011/12 
 
 Further to Minute Nos. 10/2011 of the meeting held on 10 January 2011 when 

the Council had considered Streetscene and 30/2011 of the last meeting held 
on 17 January 2011 when the Council had considered its Budget for 2011/12, 
the Clerk had awarded the Council’s temporary one year litter picking contract 
to run from 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012 to Mr R Hipkiss in the sum of £125 
per week, on the understanding that it included the emptying of the litter bin in 
the Golden Jubilee Park, three times a week. 

 
 Mr Hipkiss had initially indicated that he was not prepared to empty the bin in 

the Park.  Councillor B Kerr had consequently spoken to Mr Hipkiss who had 
outlined why bin emptying had been a problem.  However, Councillor Kerr had 
agreed with Mr Hipkiss that Mr Hipkiss would empty the bin only when it was 
necessary.  Councillor Mrs JM Young reminded the Council that there were 
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now two bins located in the Park and, in the light of this, Councillor B Kerr 
agreed to speak to Mr Hipkiss again. 

 
 It was noted that the Uniform Groups’ bags of rubbish would need to be put 

out on the road side on the appropriate collection day from 1 April 2011. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted and a further report be provided at the next Council 

meeting on 7 March 2011. 
 
42. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Field Committee had met and 

identified fungus growing on the tarmac and play surfaces that would need to 
be treated.  She proposed that Mr H Wilkinson be requested to do this. 

 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton reported that she had procured 8 folding banqueting 

tables and 24 chairs with the money that had been left in the Millennium Fund 
and transferred to the Council when the Millennium Committee was demised.  
They would be marked and stored in the container and used for events in the 
Golden Jubilee Park.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) Mr H Wilkinson be requested to treat the fungus. 

 
43. PARISH AND NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS 
 
 The Council noted that Bron Kerrigan, Parish Plans Development Officer at 

Cheshire Community Action, had agreed to attend the Council meeting on 
Monday, 6 June 2011 to discuss the planning process and what was required. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the new Localism Bill meant that there would 

be changes to planning law, it may be prudent to postpone any actual work to 
arrive at a new parish plan until the new regulations were clear. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the content of the report be noted; and 
 
(2) a decision on commencing work on the new Parish Plan be taken after the 

Council has received a presentation from Ms Kerrigan. 
 
44. CO-OP STORE – FACILITY NEEDED TO PAY ENGLISH WATER RATES 
 
 The Clerk had written to the Co-op’s Head Office in Manchester on 27 January 

2011 following representations being made by local residents because the Co-
op Store on Church Road, Saughall had facilities for people to pay Welsh 
Water Rates as there was a Pay Point machine in store.  However, as 
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Saughall was not in Wales but in England, local people wanted to be able to 
pay their English Water Rates in the store.  This was not possible because the 
store was not equipped with a Pay Zone machine. 

 
 Consequently, this meant that a number of older/less able bodied residents 

found it difficult to pay their water rates as they had to make the journey into 
Chester by bus for this purpose. 

 
 The Clerk had asked that in the interests of good community relations, could 

the Co-op consider providing the necessary facilities so that English Water 
Rates can be paid in the local Store.  A reply was awaited. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and the reply from the Co-op’s Head Office be 

reported to the next Council meeting. 
 
45. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Youth Club was open each 

Tuesday evening from 6:30pm to 8:30pm (not including school holidays).  
Attendance was almost up to its maximum number of 30. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
46. THE NEW SCHOOL AND THE FUTURE OF THE FORMER INFANT AND 

JUNIOR SCHOOLS 
 

(a) All Saints Primary School 
 
 It was reported that parent’s parking in the vicinity of the school at dropping 

off and picking up times continued to be a problem for the Co-op Store and 
its customers and for local residents who could not get on and off their 
drives.  This had been discussed with PCSO Wendy Leason. 

 
 It was also reported that the School was going to write to all parents telling 

them that the parking situation would be monitored from February 2011. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and  
 
(2) this item be removed from future Council agendas. 

 
(b) The Former Ridings Community Infant School Building 
 
 The Clerk had written to Carol Lewis, Chair of the Governing Body of the 

All Saints Primary School on 4 February 2011 to ascertain whether the 
Governors were willing to make the School’s premises available for 
community use.  A reply was awaited. 
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 Councillor B Kerr reported that if the School was not to be used by the 
community it would mean that Cheshire West and Chester Council had no 
facilities in the village for community use which added to the case for not 
selling the former Ridings School building. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Audit of Accommodation 
 
 The Council considered results of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

LSP Director’s audit and review of accommodation in Saughall for the third 
sector. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That result of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s LSP Director’s audit 

and review of accommodation in Saughall for the third sector be noted. 
 
47. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SAUGHALL 
 
 A meeting of the Parish Council Working Party had been held on Wednesday, 

12 January 2011.  Councillor B Kerr reported on its proceedings, informing 
that the Working Party had firmed up the Council’s view on the design to be 
used for the development.  The Chester District Housing Trust would be 
carrying out consultations via its Newsletter and by holding public meetings, 
which they would publicise, on Thursday, 24 February 2011 at the Uniform 
Groups’ Headquarters between 3pm – 7pm where information and plans 
would be displayed.  Members of the design team would be on hand to 
answer any questions and listen to any comments that parishioners may have 
in respect of the proposals. 

 
 Also, the Working Party would visit Tattenhall on Wednesday, 9 February 

2011, to see an affordable housing scheme and then move on the Barbour 
Institute to discuss the issues. 

 
 At an earlier meeting of the Working Party Members had requested that a 

permissive footpath be included in the development to run from the site on 
Lodge Lane to the end of Church Road/Parkway.  A formal request for this 
footpath would need to be made to the Estates Manager (Chester) at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council. 

 
 It was noted that the next meeting of the Working Party had been scheduled 

for 2pm on Friday, 18 February 2011 at the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to Julie Powell, the Estates Manager 

(Chester) at Cheshire West and Chester Council to formally request that 
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the proposed permissive footpath described above be included within the 
new development. 

 
48. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Pot Holes 
 
 The Council received an update on road improvements planned to 

eradicate the numerous potholes that had appeared around the village as a 
result of the recent bad weather. 

 
(b) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that he had spoken to Chris Wood, the 

Head of the Department concerned at Cheshire West and Chester Council 
who had reported that this Traffic Prevention Order was in hand. 

 
(c) Church Way 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the footpath had still not been 

completed and there were safety concerns in respect of older people’s 
carriages negotiating the uneven surface, as a result.  He had reported this 
three times and had been given a reference number (3142959). 

 
(d) Junction Warning Sign on A540 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the junction warning sign on the A540 on 

the carriageway from Chester to Saughall had moved and was not facing 
the oncoming traffic.  It had been like this for two months.  The Clerk 
informed that she would inform Kay Parry, Engineer at Cheshire West and 
Chester Council. 

 
49. THE REDEVELOPMENT OF WAIN HOUSE  
 
 The roof on the new building had been constructed differently to that which 

had been set out in the original plans and Councillor RA Storrar agreed to 
speak to the Planning Authority’s officers to try to establish how this had come 
about and whether there had been a variation to the plan that the Council had 
not seen. 

 
 It was reported that the Chester and District Housing Association was 

changing the name of the Wain House development to Oakwood.  Members 
were not happy with this name change and were disappointed that the Council 
had not been consulted over it. 

 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to Chester and District Housing 

Association’s Senior Development Officer, Holly Stiles to tell her that the 
Council is unhappy that the Wain House development has been renamed 
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without any consultation with the Council and that its preference is for the 
development to be called Wain Court. 

 
50. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 It was reported that the Vernon Institute Management Committee was going 

ahead with its survey on how people perceive the future of the Vernon Institute 
to be. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
51. ODD JOBS 
 
 Further to Minute No. 20(c)/2011 of the Council meeting held on 10 January 

2011 Councillor Mrs JM Young agreed to speak to Mike Bell regarding a 
quotation for repairs needed to the Parkgate Road bus shelter’s roof. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman provided the Council with a report on the condition of 

the Parish Council’s notice boards.  The notice board at the Co-op Store 
needed a new Parish Council sign that would cost in the region of £25.  The 
notice board at the Edgerton Arms would need to be replaced in around two 
years time. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received and the lettering on the notice board at the Co-op 

Store be replaced. 
  
52. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 10 January 2011: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2010/2011 £ Cheque No 
 Wirral Borough Council (postage and printing) 177.71 102360 
 Community Consultation Ltd  69.60 102361 
 (Insurance cover for Multiplay Unit) 
 Makro (Tables and Chairs) 489.22 102462 
 Mr R Hipkiss (Litter Picking) 1007.67 102463 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 68.88 102464 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 474.73 102365 
 Saughall Friday Club  25.00 102366 
 (Contribution towards the cost of the  
 Christmas Lunch) 
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(b) Receipts 
 
 £250 refund re Planning training from the Cheshire Association of Local 

Councils. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the above receipt be noted. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 

53. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Members’ attendance was agreed in respect of the following outside body 
meetings: 

 
• Seminar on devolution or transfer of some services and assets to 

Parish Councils – provisionally at Cheshire Fire and Rescue HQ, 
Winsford at 1pm on Tuesday, 22 February 2011.   

 Councillor B Kerr to attend. 
• Mickle Trafford Community Forum at 6:30pm on 16 February 2011 in 

the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 
 Issues relevant to Saughall had been requested for the agenda.  

Gritting and the dangerous junction of the A540 and Long Lane had 
been put forward.  Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team had 
agreed to take a stand at this event and it was hoped that the Vernon 
Institute Management Committee might do the same. 

 As many Members as possible to attend. 
• Cheshire Quality Forum at 6pm on Friday, 18 February 2011 at Fire 

Brigade Headquarters, Winsford. 
 Councillors WI Humphrey and Mrs JM Young to attend. 

 
(b) Reports from Members on proceedings at outside body meetings: 

 
• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s (CWAC) Budget Consultation - 

5:15pm – 6:15pm on Monday, 17 January 2011 at HQ, 58 Nicholas 
Street, Chester, CH1 2NP  

 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar attended this meeting and reported on its 
proceedings. 

  
54. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
 
 No communications had been received. 
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55. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received and were available at the meeting 

for Members information: 
 

• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Have Your Say, Meeting the 
Challenge – Consultation on its Revenue Budget for 2011 -12 

• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Exhibitions and Events – February – 
May 2011 

• Cheshire Rural Touring Arts – Spring Season 2011 
• Cheshire Police Authority 

• Police Budget 
• Meeting Your Priorities for Policing 
• Police Reform 

 


